Food of the Long Eared Hedgehog in Ravines Near Agra P O K A R M J E 2 A U S Z A T E G O W O K O L IC A C H A G R Y
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Maheshwari U. K., 1983: Food of the long eared hedgehog in ravines near Agra. Acta theriol., 29, Annual and seasonal food composition of 165 long eared hedgehog Hemiechinus auritus collaris (Gray, 1830) studied from their stomach contents revealed that the main diet composed of insects (47.4% by num ber method and 39.74% by weight method). Beetles constituted more than 75% of the insect food. Oligochaetes, amphibians, reptiles and mammals also occurred in low proportion (7-10%). It appears th at the food of the hedgehogs is related to the availability of the prey.
[ 
III. METHODS
The hedgehogs, Hemiechinus auritus collaris were collected in all the seasons during 1976 and 1977. They were sexed, weighed and dissected to remove the alim entary canal. The contents of the stomachs were collected in petridishes and subjected to the analysis by the following methods. They w ere also identified to various zoological groups.
Number method. In this method, the num ber of individual food organisms was recorded and expressed as percentage of the total num ber of food items in the stomach (Hynes, 1950) .
Weight method. The stomach contents were oven dried at 30-40°C and weighed on semi-micro M ettler balance. All the food items of various seasons were also weighed (Murton et al., 1964) .
IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The analysis of the food of the hedgehogs on an annual basis (Table 1) indicates that its m ain food is com posed of insects (47.45% num ber m ethod and 39.74% w eigh t m ethod; b eetles constituting about 75% of the total insects consumed). O ligochaetes, crustaceans, am phibians, reptiles and m am m als occurred in the stom achs of the hedgehogs alm ost in equal proportion (7-10%). Bird feathers and egg sh ells w ere also found in low quantity.
A nalysis of stom ach contents on a seasonal basis (Table 2) Table 1 Per cent occurrence of various food items in the stomach of 165 hedgehogs collected from n ature during two years 19 stomach were found to be empty.
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